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From the Panoplist for April, 1520. 
ARKANSAW MISSION. 


Letter from Messrs. Finney and Wash- 
burn to the Rev. Dr. Worcester. 
Elliot, Chocktaw Nation, Jan. 12, 1820. 

Rev. anp Dear Sir, 

Itis with the greatest pleasure, that we 
are enabled to address you from the con- 
secrated ground of your second establish- 
ment among the aborigines of our coun- 
try. Tobe able to rest in the society of 
the dear missionaries at Elliot, and thus 
repose in the bosom of Christian friend- 
ship in this wilderness, ts like cold wa- 
ter to the thirsty soul, after our long 
and tiresome journey from the East and 
North. 

On the 30th of August, after some un- 
expected delay, brother and sister Fin- 
ney, and sister Minerva Washburn, left 
Randolph, Ver. and on the 3ith of Sep- 
tember arrived at Rockaway, N. Jer. the 
residence of Mr. Abijah Conger, and 
others destined to the Mission at Brain- 
erd. No incidents worthy of commun- 
ication occurred in the journey thus far, 
except the continual goodness of our 
Heavenly Father making our way pleas- 
ant and prosperous, and giving us a safe 
arrival at the end of our first stage. 

On arriving at Rockaway, brother 
Finney found three of the children of 
brother Vail dangerously sick, which re- 
tarded the preparation of the company, 
and caused a delay of nearly three weeks. 
Two of the sick children were removed 
by death; and on the 18th buried in the 
same grave. ‘The event was met with 
calm resignation by the afflicted parents, 
and the graces of the humble Christian 
shone in this severe trial of their faith. 

After waiting more than a week long- 
er, for the recovery of brother Vail’s re- 
maining sick child, it was judged advisa- 
ble to leave him in the care of friends, 
and journey without him. This must 
have been a great addition to the trial of 
brother and sister Vail; but it was borne 
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with apparent cheerfulness for the cause 
of Christ. We feel it a duty, as well as 
a pleasure, to record the lively interest 
taken in the missions of the Board, and 
the kind and the benevolent attention 
paid to brother Finney and family, by 
Col. Joseph Jackson, of Rockaway, 
while they were detained in the? place. 

On the 30th of September, brother 
Finuey and family left Rockaway, in 
company with Mr. Abijah Conger, Mr. 
John Vail, Mr. John Talmadge, and 
their families. ‘The first Sabbath after 
leaving N. Jersey was spent in Philadel- 
phia. The Christian people of that city, 
and particularly those of the Northern 
Liberties in the Rev. Mr. Patterson’s so 
ciety, took a deep interest in the mis- 
sions, and showed many kindnesses, 
which greatly endeared them to our 
hearts. We would also mention the 
same things of the people in Wilming 
ton, Delaware. 

{At the seat of government, where 


they arrived Oct. 9th, Messrs. F. and ~ 


W. with their brethren, experienced the 
friendship of T. L. M’Kenney, Esq. the 
superintendent of Indian trade, who is 
deeply interested in all the benevolent 
plans for the improvement of the Iudi 
ans. He gave them letters to the gov 


ernor of the Arkansaw territory, and to 


various agents of the U. States. 

At Alexandria sister Vail was attack 
ed with a bilious complaint, which for 
a time prevented her journeying. It was 
thought advisable, that the whole com- 
pany should not be detained on expense. 
Brother and sister Vail were left in that 
place with the small waggon for theit 
convenience, while the rest of the com= 
pany proceeded on the way. In a short 
time, however, she was mercifully restor- 
ed, and they resumed their journey. 
‘They rejoined the company soon after 
passing Charlottesville, about a hundred 
and forty miles from Alexandria. 

While passing through Virginia, the 
company had the misfortune to lose two 
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of their best horses; one belonging to 
brother Finney, the death of which could 
be referred to no assignable cause: The 
other, belonging to brother Conger, died, 
aS was supposed, by eating too much 
wheat, given him without the knowledge 
of the brethren at the time. After this, 
nothing occurred requiring particular re- 
mark, till we were about entering the 
territory formerly belonging to the Cher- 
okees. Between Washington, ('Ten.) 
and the old Cherokee line, brother Fin- 
ney and company heard, that brother 
Washhurn and Milo Hoyt were on the 
way to meet them, but that they had 
taken a different route, and of course 
had gone by. Onthe day following, 
however, at Mr. Brown’s, a half-breed 
Cherokee, we had the satisfaction of 
meeting and embracing each other, af- 
ter a year’s separation at the two ex- 
tremes of the U. States. Having taken 
some rest, and refreshment, and recount- 
ed some of our wanderings and toils, we 
proceeded on our way, hoping to arrive 
the same day at Brainerd—that interest- 
ing spot, consecrated by the prayers and 
charities of thousands to Zion’s King: 
but on account of the roughness of the 
way after crossing the old line, and the 
time spent in getting all the waggons 
over the ‘Tennessee, night came upon us 
while on the banks of the river, where 
we rested comfortably on the floor of an 
open log cabin till the next morning. 
Through the loving kindness of our cov- 
enant God, after journeying—a part of 
the company two weeks from Vermont 
to N. Jersey, and the nrost of us six 
weeks from N. Jersey, we all arrived at 
Brainerd, in health and safety, on Thurs- 
day, Nov. 11th, much less fatigued than 
was reasonably expected. "Fhrough the 
whole journey the Lerd smiled upon us, 
and made the way prosperous. There 
was no excessive heat or cold. No dis- 
tressing accident befel any of the com- 
pany. Nosickness except the short ill- 
ness of sister Vail, and very slight com- 
plaints in others, was experienced. The 
roads a great part of the way were good ; 

not an hour’s hindrance was occasioned 
by rain or bad weather. In all the 
country we passed, south of New-York, 
# drought, which in some places was 
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severe, had been experienced during the 
summer. This, while itraised the price 
of provisions, and especially food for 
herses, made the roads dry and hard, 
and rendered the travelling more expe- 
ditious. 

Brother and sister Washburn leit 
Georgia on the 18th of October, and 
reached Brainerd on the 22d. An ac- 
count of their journey thus far has been 
previously communicated. We all met 
a very cordial, welcome and an afiec- 
tionate reception from the dear mission- 
aries at Brainerd; but the time was 
short in which we “enjoyed their socie- 
ty. On acconnt of their want of help, 
brother Washburn had acted as a mem- 
ber of the mission family, endeavouring 
to assist them in the various depart+ 
ments of their work, till the arrival of 
brother Finney and the company. Con- 
sequently, no arrangement could be 
made for our particular enterprize. Af- 
ter brother Finney had arrived, and 
brother Washburn was relieved by other 
help, we began without delay to make 


' preparations ‘for pursuing our journey. 


We visited Mir. Charles R. Hicks at 
Fortville, father and mother Gambold 
at Springplace, and Col. R. J. Meigs, 
Agent for the Cherokee Nation. These 
interviews were for acquaintance, and 
obtaining letters for the benefit of our 
mission. We were highly pleased with 
the Christian chief, and those devoted 
missionaries of our Lord. The latter, 
aiter labouring a long time, as they had 
inclined to imagine, almost in vain and 
alone, have been made to rejoice, during 
the last summer, by some mercy drops 
from above, and by the encouragement 
of more missionaries from the United 
Brethren. Col. Meigs received us kind- 
ly,—expressed his joy at the prospect 
of good to the emigrant Cherokees, and 
gave us, as did Mr. Hicks also, letters 
to the Agent, to the chiefs, and others 
in the Arkansaw territory. We receiv- 
ed letters also to chiefs, principal men, 
and others, on the Arkansaw, from Da- 
vid Brown, an interesting young man in 
the school at Brainerd. He is brother 
to Catharine Brown, and to one of the 
chiefs of the emigrant Cherokees, and 
has spent about two years in the Arkan- 
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saw country. He appears thoroughly 
‘onvineed of his lost estate, his need of 
a Saviour, and of the excellence of the 
Christian religion. He is anxious for 
the improvement of the nation; and, in 
his letters to his brothers and others west 
of the Mississippi, expresses himself 
feelingly and decidedly in favour of the 
¢choo!l and mission at Brainerd,—of our 
extended mission, and of the Gospel of 
Christ. May the Lord renew his heart, 

ind make him a herald of mercy to his 
veda 

We should be pleased to mention 
some interesting facts while we were at 
Brainerd; but they will probably 
communicated in the journal of that 
mission. We would only remark, that 
the pleasure we experienced during one 
hour spent in hearing the dear children, 
bat recently called from the surrounding 
forest, sing the songs of Zion, answering 
questions on religious subject, and in 
conversation with one of the natives, 
(father of the boy named Jeremiah 
E varts,) amply compensated us for our 
whole journey from New England. 
During the two and a half weeks spent 
in the Cherokee Nation, after brother 
Finney’s arrival, we rode about 250 
miles, preached six times at Brainerd 
and elsewhere, wrote letters, visited some 
of the natives, and made preparations 
for journeying to Elliot. 

On the 30th of November, all things 
being in readiness for our departure, the 
children aud members of the mission 
family assembled in the front piazza of 
the mission house, and after joining in 
prayer and praise, probably for the last 
time in this world, we exchanged the 
painful parting salutation, and com- 
menced our journey from that piace 
for the dark wilderness. 

©n account of the exceeding rough- 
ness of the way, we advanced very 
slowly. Our rout, for the first half of 
the journey, was through a part of the 
Cherokee country, West ‘Tennessee, a 
part of: Alabama, to the military ferry, 
about 12 miles above Coibert’s ferry. 

3etween Brainerd and the foot of the 


Muscle Shoals, we crossed the 'Tennes- 


e four times. several large creeks with- 


out bridges or ferries. and also the Jum- 
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berland mountain; which, both in as- 
cent and decent, is very steep and rocky. 
Much of this part of the way, especially 
from Brainerd to Winchester, (Ten.) 
was very rough and broken for wag- 
gons. However, the Lord being our 
helper, we were preserved in safety, and 
brought to the ferry, where we crossed 
the river the last time. 

On the 13th of December, about three 
miles after leaving the ferry, we passed 
the last settlement of whites and soon 
entered the country of the Chickasaws. 
Before this, we had several rains, and 
repeatedly afterwards, which fill ed the 
creeks and swamps with water, anda 
great part of the path with the mire of 
clay. Between the river where we 
crossed it and the Chickasaw Agency, 
a distance of about 120 miles, these 
swamps and creeks are numerous; and, 
in the rainy season, as when we were in 
them, almost impassable. The creeks are 
without ferries, and generally without 
bridges. As they were of a muddy hue, 
we could ascertain their depth and the ob- 
stacles in them only by attempts to ford 
them. Henee we were sometimes al- 
most buried ig -water, and our baggage 
much wet. In one instance, while ia 
the deepest part of the creek, the large 


waggon, which went in first, and which- 


had in it sister Washburn and Finney 
with their babes, was stopped by logs 
lying unseen in the water to the height 
of the axletree. We were obliged to 
carry out the women and children in 
our arms, and work an hour in the wa- 
ter waist high, while the weather was 
cold and rainy. 

in passing through the Chickasaw nas 
tion, we had a swamp to every creek 
and a creek every few miles. These 
swamps are mostly of a clayey consist- 
ence ; and if travelled in the rainy sea- 
son, the path soon becomes mire, very 
deep and adhesive. Our waggons and 
horses frequently sunk in up to the body, 
and in several instances so firmly, as to 
become immoveable without a change 
of circumstances. In such cases, we 
were compelled to unharness the horses 
to extricate them trom the mire: next 
to unlade the waggons, pry them up 
with levers, and roll them by hand te 
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a place where the horses could stand. 
Instances of this kind doubtless would 
have been multiplied, had not the horses 
with which we were furnished, been the 
best for such labours. In passing the 
swamps and low lands, we frequently 
crossed deep sloughs, into which the 
waggons fell perpendicularly nearly 
three feet, and must rise in like man- 
ner, while the surface of the mire much 
resembled the surrounding ground. In 
passing one of those places brother Fin- 
ney’s hat was brushed from his head, 
and carried down by the wheels too far 
to be found again; and that in a place 
where another was not to be obtained. 
However, a handkerchief tied round his 
head very well supplied its place, ac- 
cording to the custom of the country. 
We were then near the Chickasaw A- 
gency, where we arrived on the 22d of 
December. 

Hitherto we had resorted to no arm of 
flesh for aid. But while there, ruminat- 
ing upon difficulties we had surmounted, 
and anticipating those to come, our 
hearts were rejoiced by a letter from 
brother Jewell, informing us, that the 
bearer, Mr. Ward, had come to our as- 
sistance. Never was aid more seasona- 
ble, nor, as subsequent experience taught 
us, more evidently providential. 

After leaving the Chickasaw Agency, 
we continued somewhat more than forty 
miles further on the Natches track, 
which is nearly thirty miles further than 
where brother Kingsbury and Williams 
left the public road. This brought us 
to Capt. David Folsom’s in the Choc- 
taw nation, distant from this place about 
60 miles. Before reaching this place, 
we had the pleasure of meeting brother 
Jewell, who was out on business; but 
circumstances requiring his return im- 
mediately, we could not be favored with 
his company and assistance the remain- 
mg part of the way. The kind atten- 
tion and generous aid afforded us by 
Capt. Folsom, has been mentioned by 
brother Washburn to the Treasurer. 
After resting with him from Saturday 
evening till Tuesday the 27th, we left 
the waggon road to proceed by a new 

‘way through the wilderness to Elliot, 
where we arriyed January 3d, 1820. 
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Through this part of the way “ the 
creeks and gullies with steep, and 
in some places almost perpendicular 
banks,” mentioned by brothers Kings. 
bury and Williams, have not, we ap- 
prehend, become less numerous, since 
they first came te this place. State- 
ments respecting their journey are e- 
qually true of ours; that “ in several 
instances we were obliged to unload” in 
whole or in part, “ and either araw the 
waggons across on poles by the help of 
ropes, or slide them down the banks.” 
We had also much digging and chopping 
to do, in order to make the way, and 
smaller streams passabie. While on 
the way from the road, we had a heavy 
fall of rain, hail, and snow, with no shel- 
ter but such as was obtained by spread- 
ing some blankets on poles, raised at 
one end in form of a half roof. We 
procured in this way a shelter for the 
might, fourteen times during the last 
half of our journey from Brainerd. The 
rain, changing into hail and ending in 
snew, fell on the 28th of December, the 
day after we leit Capt. Folsom’s. ‘The 
snow in the woods fell to the depth of 
five inches, and lay on the ground four 
or five days. The weather was exces- 
sively cold for this country. The ground 
was frozen where we had to dig banks, 
and covered with snow where we were 
obliged to build our fire, and construct 
our camp, ‘The trees, brush, and canes, 
were loaded with snow, which was con- 
stantly falling by the wind and otherwise 
while we were travelling. ‘Thus cir- 
eumstanced, we could not but feel an 
anxiety for our women with their babes, 
as they were obliged to walk considera- 
bly, to go with their clothes wet and 
sometimes frozen, and to sleep during 
the night chiefly in.the open air, and at 
times:on beds wet and frozen. But the 
Lord was better to us than our fears, 
and we would keep his mercies in grate- 
ful remembrance. 

On the 29th we were met by brother 
Williams, who had come to our assist- 
ance with a hired man and boy, and 
some provisions. This help and pre- 
visions, sent in the Lord’s time which is 
always the best, were very seasonable 
and acceptable, ag our strength had be- 
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come weakness, and our food scanty; 
having at that time only a small! quantity 
of frozen corn bread and a little meat. 
We had then advanced on our way but 
about 20 miles from the road which we 
had left. Atter proceeding about the 
same distance further, an axletree in 
the small waggon was broken, which 
rendered it necessary to put all the bag- 
gage into the large one, and the women 
with their babes on horseback. Pre- 
ceeding in this manner, we all arrived 
at this place as bofore mentioned, on 
Jan. 3d, in health as good, or better, 
than when we commenced our journey, 
though much worn down with toil and 
fatigue. 

Notsvithstanding our journey has been 
long and toilsome, and our exposures 
and privations through the wilderness 
many, our father in heaven has indeed 
manifested himself a faithful and cove- 
nant keeping God in all our wearisome 
pilgrimage. We havetainon the ground 
repeatedly, wet and cold with rains and 
snow; we have waded creeks and 
swamps and mire; we have travelled 
the wilderness, some part of it a trackless 
way, among people of barbarous tongues; 
yet, in all our trials, He has supported 
us; in all our difficulties and wauts He 
has aided and relieved us; inall our 
dangers and exposures He has preserv- 
ed our wives and our little ones. May 
we feel our obligations to our merciful 
Preserver and Benefactor, and may we 
receive his continual goodness as an i0- 
citement to future trust in Him, and to 
active obedience in his service. 

The plan of procedure, which we 
shall adopt in what pertains to the re- 
mainder of our journey, the prospects 
opened to our view, the feelings with 
which we look forward to the field of 
future labour, with other particulars, 
will be communicated in a future letter. 
May we in dulge the hope of an interest 
in the prayers of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, that we may be enabled to en- 
dure what our Heavenly Father shall 
allot us in his providence. 

With respect and submission, yours, 
&e. ALFreb Finney, 

Creruas WaAsHBURN. 
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PALESTINE MISSION, 


Letter from the Rev. Puiny Fisk, of the 
Palestine Mission, to one of the Ed- 
itors of the Missionary, dated Smyr- 
na, Jan. 20, 1820. 

Rev. AND DEAR strn—It gives me 
much pleasure to address you from this 
city. After wishing and praying for it 
many years, | enjoy the privilege of 
entering Asia, of standing on ground 
where the gospel once triumphed glo- 
riously, of seeiag before me an immense 
field for Missiouary labour, and a soul- 
cheering prospect of entering into it with 
success. You know already, without 
coubt, the circumstances of my embark- 
ation with my colleague, Mr. Parsons, 
for this place. We were 50 days from 
Boston to Malta, 17 at Malta, 6 from 
Malta to this place, and arived here the 
15th instant. We both enjoy good 
health, and look at the work before us 
with pleasuce, and with gratitude to God 
our Saviour for calling us to this work, 
and giving us so many tokens of his ap- 
probation, and so many encouraging 
prospects. True, indeed, a dark, heavy 
cloud hangs over all western Asia, but 
when the Sun of Righteousness sheds 
down his rays here, the darkness and 
the clouds will vanish. From a num- 
ber of intelligent geutlemea at Malta, 
and at this place, who have by travel- 
ling, by correspondence and by personal 
intercourse with different sorts of men, 
gained much knowledge of the country, 

we receive much encouraging intelli- 
gence. There have not been, as yet, 
any mighty changes, any religious revo- 
lutions, any Pentecost season, but there 
is much reason to hope, that some aus- 
picious movements are commencing, 
some principles begining to operate 
which will at no distant period produce 
a crisis of no small importance, and 
bring to pass events in the higest degree 
salutary to the literary and religious in- 
terests of these ignorant and superstitious 
millions. ‘The energies of Popery are 
unquestionably wasting away very rap- 
idly, and there is some reason to hope, 
the same is true of Mahometanism. In 
the Greek church, knowledge and reli- 
gion, there is reason to think, are rapidly 
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increasing. Dr. Naveli, a Roman 
Catholic, with whom we became ac- 
quainted at Malta, a man of learning, of 
talents, and of extensive influence, ap- 
pears to be also, a man of unfeigned pie- 
tv , and has been, for some years, very 
meals presen engaged in circulating Bibles, 
and has published several Tracts, on the 
loom nee of studying the scriptures, 
and on other subiects, selected from 
Chrysostom and other Fathers. He 
is very sanguine in his expectations of 
success in all such effects, and you can 
hardly conceive how much he is cratitied 
when iissionaries come'into these re- 
0 1 spoke of him as a Roman 

Catholic.—He is so, however, in name, 
rather than in principle. You will join 
me in praying, that many in that com- 
muition may soon become such men. At 
some future day I hope to be able to 
communicate more facts, than I can at 
present. Will you spare a few moments 
to write me? J am anxious to hear from 
your region. — You probably sent “ ‘The 
Missionary” to Boston regularly, but I 
received only about halt the numbers. 
The circulation of it in Georgia, must do 
vast good. Will you send me a number 
now and then, which, you think will in- 
terest me most. I wrote to Brother G. 
just betore sailing, and intended writing 
to you, but did not ind time. 

Our future course is net yet fully de- 
termined. We shall remain a while ia 
this vicinity before going to Judea. 
Brother Parsons joins me in love to you, 
and to our friends at Mount Zion. 

Pray for us that the word of the Lord 
mav have free course and be glorified. 
For a great and effectual door is open 
urto us, and there are many adversaries. 
With esteem and afiection, | am your 
brother in the gosple,  Piiny Fisk. 





From the New-York Spectator. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


We were yesterday compelled to 
omil the proceedings of the fourth an- 
niversary of this Society 

On Thorsday morning at 9 o’clock, 
the Board of Managers, and Officers of 
the Society, met at the New-York [n- 
stitution, ard proceeded in procession 


American Bible Society. 


May 
At 10 0’! 


to the City Hotel. lock the 
venerable President, the Lon. Exutas 
Boupinor took the chair, and the 
meeting was opened by the reading of 
the 59th Psalm, by the Rev. Dr. Rich- 
ards, of Newark. ‘The President tien 
deputed the Rev. Dr. Romeyn (to read 
his address. 

‘The Aunual Report of the Manag. 
ers was read by the Rev. Doctor Mi- 
nor, Secretary of Doenestii Correspon- 
den ice. 

“This highly interesting docu- 
ment,” says the Editor of the Dai- 
ly Advertiser, “having been ordered 
to be pub! ished, it will not be necessa- 
ry tosay much more than thatit grati- 
fied and delighted a highly respecia- 
bie, numerous, and attentive audiance, 
by the deeply interesting detail of the 
proceedings of the board for the past 
year, and by the information which it 
contained of the magnificent opera- 
tions of kindred institutions abroad, 
and especially of that wonder of the 
age, the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. It may, however , be proper to 
notice a tew prominent facts which it 
contains, arid which will shew to the 
public the great and growing useful- 
ness, lm portal ice, and respectability of 
the Soerety ” - 

“Since the establishment of the Soci- 
ety, there have been printed at tts De 
posttory and by its instrumentality, or 
otherwise obtained for distribu’ ion, one 
lnindred seventy three thousand, seven 
hundred and fifty-two Bibles and Testa- 
mets ; therehave been issued from the 
Depostiory, during the past year,41,192 
Bibles aud ‘Testaments; and since the 
establishment of the Society, 97,239. 
Of the number issued during tie past 
year, 18.637 Bibles and Testamenis 
have been gratuitously disposed of, 
and sent general'y to auxiliaries, and 
those principally in the new states at 
the south and west. 

“The number of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, officially known and recognized 
by the Society, is two hundred and two, 
‘The other various information contain- 
ed in the report, wi.l, we are pe:suaded, 
gieatly interest the public when it shall 
be laid before them, aud carry to their 
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hearts and their consciences the strong- 
est conviction of the usefulness, un- 
limited and impartial benevolence of 
the Society.” 

When the reading of the report was 
finished, the followidg resolutions were 
moved, seconded, and unanimously a- 
dopied, viz. 

On motion of the hon. Jolin Cotton 
Smith, of Connecticut, one of the Vice 
Presidents of the Society, seconded by 
the Rev. Mr. Lyell, Rector of Christ's 
Church in this city— 

Resolved, That the Report now rea4 
be received and adopted, and that it 
be published under the diveciion of the 
Board of Managers. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, 
of the Baptist Church, Bosion, seconds 
ed by the Rev. Mr. M’Ewen, of New- 
London, Con.— 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Board of Man- 
agers for their persevering attention to 
the buisiness of this Society. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Stans- 
bury. of Albany, seconded by the Rev. 
Dr. Beecher, cf Litchfield, Con.— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Treasurer and 
Secretaries for their unremitted and val- 
vable services during the preseut year. 

On motion of the hon. R. M. Sher 
man, of Connecticut, seconded by the 
Rev Dr. Griffin, of Newa'k, N. J.— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Congrega- 
tions, and Individuals, who have, since 
the Just Report, made their Pastors 
members for life of this Society. 

“ Each of the gentlemen on moving 
and seconding tbe resolutions, address. 
ed the meeting on the particular sub- 
jects to which they related, and on the 
great and interesting objects of the So- 
ciety, as well as those of other kindred 
institutions throughout the Christian 
world. 

“ These performances edified and 
delighted the audience. Rarely have 
we witnessed finer specimens of elo- 
quence, or more powerful appeals to 
the hearts of an assembly in favour of 
Christian charity and benevolence. 

Hoping and expecting to be favoured 
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with sketches of them, we ferbear te 
enlarge further on their distinguished 
excellence of character. 

“ The Society were highly gratified 
on ihis occasion, by the presence of 
an unusual number of highly respecta- 
ble characters from different parts.of 
the Union, as well as from this city. 
Although the day was unpromising, 
and a part of the time rainy and ur- 
comfortable, the assembly convened 
was larger than has ever attended be- 
fore on any similar occasion, and of 
the most respectable character; and 
among them it was pecuiiarly pleasing 
to see, notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the weather, a pumerous collection 
of ladies. The growing attention to 
this solemn and interesting anniversa- 
ry, shews the increasing attachment o! 
the public to the object and labours of 
the Society. As the means for exe- 
cuting their extensive plans encrease, 
the field of their labours enlarges; and 
nothing Is wanting to enabie them to 
extend their benevolence to every cor- 
ner of the continent, but adegate con- 
tributions from the charitable and the 
wealthy. And tt cannot fail to gratify 
all denominations of Christians to 
learn, from unquestionable facts, that 
the most cordial and catholic spirit 
pervades the Society, as well as its’ex- 
eculivé efficers—that the interests and 
necessities of every class of men, and 
every section of country, are alike the 
objects of theiz parental! solicitude and 
bounty. 

“ Among the many gratifirations 
2xperienced by the Society on this oc- 
casion, wasthat of the presence of 
their honourable and venerable Presi- 
dent. Advanced to his eightieth year 
and labouring under infirmity of body 
which had confined him to his house, 
for many months, he was still able to 
undertake a journey of seventy miles, 
and found himself so far invigorated 
by it, and by the interest which he 
took in the meeting, that he was able 
to attend and preside during the trans- 
actions of the day. His address at 
the opening of the meeting, was a 
faithful delineation of his feelings, his 
piety, and his sacred joy; and it wag 
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apparent from the deep interest that 
he took in the various petformances, 
and the hearfelt satisfaction that he 
experienced at the prosperity of the 
institu‘ion, that he was ready, with the 
ancient se:vant of God, to say— 
“ Lord, now let thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion.” 

“ After the exercises of the day 
were finished, the Society proceeded to 
the appointment of Managers to sup- 
ply the places of those whose time of 
service, by the Consti‘ution, had ex- 
pired at the close of the year; upon 
which, a resolution was unanimously 
passed, thanking Mr, Jennings for the 
use of his spacious and elegant rvom ; 
and the meetng was adjourned.” 


The receipts for the past year were 41,36] 97 
Expenditures, ; ° ° 35,971 22 





Leaving a balance in the hands 


of the Treasurer of 2,390 78 





EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


Letter from the Rev. Joseph Paterson, Sen. da- 
ted Pilisburgh, Dec. 1819. 


Srr—As the distribution of the Word of 
Life is the great design of Bible Societies, a 
narrative, showing the opportunity afforded 
in this place may prove interesting. 

Three years ago, by reason of infirmity, oc- 
casioned by a hurt whieh could not be healed, 
1 was obliged to resign my mivisterial charge, 
in which l had laboured near twenty-eight 
years ; and in May following removed to this 
place, where I have preached occasionally, 
(sitting,) but cannot travel Ll have since that 
time been employed distributing Bibles and 
Tracts, and find it an agreeable and important 
business . 

I have received from the Philadelphia Bibie 
Society, and the two Bible Societies ia this 
city, 904 Bibles and 434 New Testaments ; 
and from various Tract Societies and generous 
persons, from five to six thousand Tracts. ‘Lhe 
Philadelphia Bible Society have been very 
liberal. As the destitute in the city and vicin- 
ity bad been chiefly supplied, the most that I 
have distributed have been to emigrants to the 
western country, and the soldiers descending 
the Ohio. Inthe seasons of moving, which 
is generally spring and fall, I take a daily walk 
of about a mile on the two rivers, and inquire 
at every boat, supplying destitute families with 
the Bible. young persons not belonging to a 
family with a Testament. I have found from 
one to ten families in one boat without a Bi- 
ble ; and many hundred families would have 
passed on, had not an enquiry been made: 
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some of them did not know of such institu. 
tions as Bible Societies. As the rivers are ve- 
ry low and icy,! do not expect many more 
this season to descend them. 

About six hundred persons, old and young, 
have been taugh’ in the Sabbath Schools of 
this city, to read the Scriptures within these 
two years; to some of these, (adults) I have 
given a large Testament, and to some extraor- 
dinary proficients of colour a large Bible, but 
have not distributed them as school beoks, ex- 
cept to two Sabbath Schools in the country, 
who were poor. TotbemI gavea few Tes- 
taments. Of all which | have received, I have 
only on hand 14 large Bibles and two small 
Ones; forty-four large Testaments and thirt 
sm ll ones; and not any Tracts. Both the 
Bible Societies of this city are auxiliary to the 
American bible Society, and I believe have 
contributed to its tunds. And although they 
may be able to meet the demands occu ing in 
the city and vicinity, yet they will not be able 
to meet those occurring on the rivers; as ihey 
are not local, the supply does not diminish the 
call. I bave been sometimes asked for Ger- 
man Bibles, which | could not supply. It the 
Society upon this information, think it their 
duty to entrust me with Bibles, I shali endeav- 
our to be prudent and faithiul in the distribu- 
tion Without charge. If any should be sent to 
me, directed to the care of R. Patterson and 
Lambdin, Pittsburg, the Societies here will 
pay the carnage. 

I often meet with interesting anecdotes on 
the river side, one of which ! shal! trouble 
you to read. 

1 one day observed a man of genteel appear- 
ance tollowing me trom boat to boat ; be came 
up, and after some conversation, observed, 
that he bad reason to praise God for Bible Se- 
cieties, as be presumed God had made use of 
them for saving his scul; and said, “1 was an 
ignorant wicked sailor, who sailed from New- 
York; once, after an arrival, heard of a Bible 
Society, for which money was collecting, J, 
and some of my compamions, in a kind of 
thoughtless froiic, geve two dollarseach. | 
don’t recollect ever thinking of it until ona 
Sabbath, near the Banks of Newfoundland, on 
a voyage to Europe; | took up a book in the 
steerage, and on the cover read; ‘ New-York 
Bile Society.” J felt my heart sink in # kind 
of involuntary horror; ! took it to my birth 
and read, and saw plainly, and felt deeply, 
that | was a lost sinner, very near eternal de- 
struction. Every place 1 turned to, confirm 
ed the dreadiul tidings My distress was very 
great, ] prayed and searched the Scriptures, 
and through infinite mercy, before we reach- 
ed land, I found the way of salvation, and, I 
humbly trust, obtained grace to embrace it. 
‘Lhis is some years ago. I have quit the sea, 
and am now on my way with my iamily to the 
new settlements.” 

Iam, Sir, your sincere friend in the Gospel! 
of Christ, Josers Patrerson, Sen. 

‘he Board have furnished each oi the Soci- 
eties at Pittsburg, with the means ot enabling 
Mr. Patterson to continue bis usefu! labouis. 
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Extract of a Leiter from the Secretary of the 
Union Bible Society of Greenbrier and Mon- 
roe, wrilien in January 1820. 

‘The Board of Managers of the Bible Socie- 
ty of Greenbrier and Monroe, beg leave to call 
the attention of the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society to the wants of this 
section of the country. Our Society bas been 
in existence a little more than a year. During 
this period the demand for the Word of Truth 
has increased fa: beyond our expectation. 
Since the 27th of November, we have recciv- 
ed two boxes, containing 160 Bibles and Tes- 
taments each; and in less than two months 
ihey have been nearly all distributed, and al- 
though we bave as yet confined ourselves al- 
inost entirely to Greenbrier and Mource, these 
counties are by no means supplied. Except 
the Bible society of Abingdon, which lies one 
hundred and eighty miles south west, and 
near the ‘ennessee line, ours is the only Bible 
Society in the state, ahose field of operation 
lies west of the Allegany Mountain; so that 
we have a vast field, stretching from the Alle- 
gany to the Ohio and Kentucky on the one 
side, and to Pennsylvania on the other, em- 
bracing a population of at least 100,000 souls. 
We do not, indeed, expect to traverse this vast 
region to disseminate the Scriptures, although 
this would be a pleasing employment ; but we 
fee! confident, if we had them, we could par- 
tially supply many districts, and perhaps could 
form Auxiliary Associations te aid us in the 
work of distribution. 

Taking into view, therefore, the pressing 
wants of great multitudes in this country, and 
the urgent demand which prevails at present 
for the Scriptures, we would ask, can the A- 
nierican Bible Society do a better thing than 
to grant us a gratuitous supply of Bibles and 
Testaments? By thus aiding, you will cause 
the present demand for the Bible to animate 
us in our labours, instead of overwhelming 
zud discouraging us. Already bas the Ameri- 
can Bible Society encouraged and promoted 
our diligence in the Bible cause, by attending 
With promptness to our applications tor Bibles, 
and furnishing excellent editions of the Scrip- 
tures ata very cheap rate; but should ibis re- 
guest be granted, you will lay us under addci- 
tioual obligations to be gratetul. 


NEWARK TRACT SOCIETY. 

The Newark Tract Society in its Sd Report, 
rela es the following incident, which ought to 
encourage Christians in the benevolent work 
o! distributing Tracts. 

The Tract entitled The Praying Ne- 
gro, not long since, fell into the hands of 
a respectable man, a physician by pro- 
fession, whose infide! pring iples strength- 
ening with his years, had grown to such 
maturity as almost to forbid the hepe 
that he would ever renounce lis errors. 
He reads the history of she Praying Af- 
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rican, and hears her breathe out suppli- 
cations for the best of Heaven’s blessings 
on her cruel and relentless master, under 
the biting lash of whose whip she is still 
smarting. Yes, he hears her pray that 
her master may be forgiven—that he 
may repent of his sins, be washed in the 
blood of Christ, be made holy and for- 
ever happy. This was too much for 
his proud and infidel heart. He had no 
disposition to forgive, much less to pray 
for his enemies, none of whom had ever 
used Aim half so cruelly. What manner 
of spirit was this, that could thus forgive 
and even pray for an enemy, a cruel, 
unrelenting master ? Ah, it was the spir- 
itof Christ; a spirit, to which he was a 
stranger. His boasted philosophy sunk 
into contempt. His infidel opinions 
were renounced; his infidel books were 
burnt, and when committing the last of 
them to the flames, he exclaimed, * In 
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and of these witnesses, | now solemnly 
renounce al] the errors contained in this 
book.” He is a Christian And ac- 
cording to the Report of the New Eng- 


land ‘Tract Socjety, “he warns with 


much aflection and faithfulness those 
whom he once led astray, and entreats 
them to renounce their errors and em- 
brace the Saviour. His labours are not 
in vain: Christians are animated, and 
sinners alarmed.” 

Who among the members of this So- 
ciety feels the poorer for the mite contri- 
buted towards the printing of that hum- 
ble story? Who, among us, could have 
fureseen this precious fruit of his labours 
—this triumph of grace, that would not 
have given ten times more ; yea, his ad/, 
and have followed it with his ceaseless 
prayers? Shall we, fellow members, 
meet that redeemed soul in our Father’s 
kingdom? Shall we sit down with him 
on some hill in Zion, and sweetly there 
rehearse the history of that little book, 
and sing together the wonders of redeem- 
ing love r U brethren, since God has so 
signally blessed our feeble attempts to 
serve his cause, let us never think of re- 
laxing our exertions; but press forward 
in this noble enterprise. Still greater 
blessings are in store for us. ln due 


season we shall reap if we faint net. 
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MASSACHUSETTS DOMESTIC MIS: 
SIONARY SOCIETY. 


From the Recorder. 


Extract of a letter from one of the Di- 
rectors of the “ Domestic Misstovary 
Society of Massachusetts,” to his 
friend in this vit nity. 


“You speak of C. R. and P. P.—The 
state of all these parishes with more 
than forty others, is constantly before 
us. We see their needs. We kuow 
how the hearts of multitudes would re- 
joice, could even a little aid be extend- 
ed. Some [of these churel: s| have al- 
most strength to walk ; others are lan- 
guishing in the last stages of the con- 
sumption ; others are half restores, while 
all would be invigorated by such assiot- 
ance as mizhi be eusily afiorded by those 
churches and congregations which are 
full and abound. Lut we can do noth- 
ing—we feel their pulse—watch the va- 
ried and varying expressions of the eye, 
and mark the shifting syimtonis—we see 
their tears—hear their s.ghs and entrea- 
ties—but we have neither the medicines 
of the physician, nor the instruments of 
the surgeon—we have no funds.’ it 

Why, we ask, why is the Christian 

ublic deaf to the imporiunate cries 
of those sheep who are wandering on 
the mountains, having no shepherd? 
Are the claims of the destitute in our 
own borders to be disregarded? Are all 
eur sympathies to sleep when our breth- 
ren and sisters in the hope of glory, are 
imploring our aid 5 and are they ouly to 
be awakened by the prospects of some 
splendid achievement on the shores ol 
India, or in the depths of our western 
wilderness? We are planting churches 
in Asia, aud beyond the Mississipp1 ; 
but are we faithful te God, while we 
sufier churches already planted to be 
wasted by the boar out of the wood, and 
devoured by the wild beast of the field ? 
Are we not bound to strengthen the 
things that remain, and are ready to die ? 
Is it less our duty to prevent men from 
returning to heathenism, than to recov 
er those who are already in it? Many 
churches in this Commonwealth are on 
the eve of dissolution—without extrane- 
. said they must inevitably perish: send 
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them fervent and zealous missionaries— 
show them that their fellow-christians 
know the yearnings of compassion—en- 
courage them to exert their few remain- 
ing euergies—pray for them earnestly, 
and let the sincerity of prayer be attest- 
ed to heaven and to them, by liberal con- 
tributions to their assistance, and the re- 
sults will be, au accumulation of strength 
for the support of Foreign Missions, and 
for the advancement of all those institu 
tions which propose the universal estab- 
lishment of wlessiah’s reign. 

We are thorough unbelivers in the 
sentiment, that there is a necessary in- 
terference between domestic and for- 
eign missions. ‘Che latter originated in 
the same spirit that gave birth to the 
former. The ciosest affinity still sub- 
sists betweenthem. At the present mo- 
ment the funds of both are languishing 
—tie treasuries of each and all need te 
be replenished, for they are well nigh 
emptied. ‘There is a strong interfer- 
ence between the claims of these treas- 
uries, and the claims of avarice or ex- 
travagance ; let the latter claims be 
treated as they ought to be by the chil- 
dren of God, and the funds of our Mis- 
sionary Societies, whether foreign or 
demestic, would instantly increase an 
hundred fold. Ministers are too often 
reluctant to take up the cross, and ask 
their people for help—they are too much 
afraid of censure for pleading the cause 
of the Lord—they are less faithful and 
abundant than they ought to be, in their 
exposures of the nakedness of the mor- 
al world—they do not urge so earnestly 
as they might, the duty of abridging per- 
sonal indalgencies, for the sake of saving 
souls from peridition. Pious laymen too, 
are not generally aware of their fault in 
laying all the honourable odium of beg- 
ging, on clergymen—they too frequent- 
ly think their duty done when they have 
given liberally from their own purses— 
from the duty of entreating and exhort- 
ing others, they “beg to be excused.” 
It ought not so to be. ‘Their influence, 
their active exertions ought not to be 
suspended, because custom has assigned 


to ministers the duty of urging forward | 
schemes of Christian benevolence ; Jet @ 7 
bad custom be given up, agd let every” 
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(hristian acknowledge his obligation, 
jot only to contribute his money, but 
his weight of character, his zeal, his 


knowledge, his all, to the promotion of 


the great cause. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


We mentioned, some time since, that there 
was a Revival of Religion in Canaan, N. Y. 
By letters received in April we learn, that 
the work still continues and appears to be in- 
creasing,and extending into some ot the neigh- 
bourinzg tewns. Meetings had multiplied to 
every day in the week, and several morning 
meetings. It is evidently a work of the 
Holy Spirit, for nothing but divine sovereignty 
could ever have made triends of such open en- 
mies, scoifers and opposers, as some, who 
though advanced in fife to the ages of 30, 40, 
up to nearly 70, and one to 85 years, are now, 
for the first time, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
and like little children, listening to his words, 
and asking, at the eleventh hour, “ Lord, what 
wilt thou have me todo’” They have but 
just commenced a rational existence, and are 
living witnesses of that solemn truth at which 
the Ruler in Israel marvelled, Except ye are 
born again ye cannol see the Kingdom of God. 

To the above we add the following :-— 
Extract of a letter from a friend in 

Richmond, ‘iass. dated iay 10th. 

I mentioned in my last, the religious 
attention which had commenced in Ca- 
naan, which continues, (especially in the 
west part of the Society) very powertul. 
I do not undertake to state particularly 
the extent of the work, which is great, 
as you will doubtless be informed by 
those who are better acquainted than I 
am. A similar work has also com- 
menced ‘in this town, soon after that ; 
which although not so powertul as that 
in Canaan, yet is, I think, as general and 
extensive as has been here since my ac- 
quaintance in this place; and it still con- 
tinues, and it is thought is progressing. 

The number of hopeiul conversions I am 
not able to state. ‘There is a very gen- 
eral solemnity upon the minds of the 
people, aud no ap aren: opposition, and 
some Christians much animated. Meet- 
ings for religious instruction are fre- 
quent and crowded, and the anxious in- 
quiry with numbers is, What shall I do 
to be saved? May the Lord continue 
and increase this good work, and may it 
spread and extend until it shall afiect 
every city and town nthisand all lands. 
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Extract of a letter from a respectable 
minister in Ashtabula county, Ohio, 
dated May 2d. 


With pleasure I can inform you, that 
there are considerable revivals in this 
part of our country. In Hartford, Ver- 
non, Kinsman, and Gustavus, the work 
has been general and powerful. In these 
towns, which are unde: the pastoral 
charge of the Kev. Harvey Coe, there are 
about 200 hopeful converts. There have 
also been considerable revivals in War- 
ren, liowland, Westfield, Barzetta, Vi- 
enna, Johnson, and Wayne. Among the 
hopeful converts are several who were 
lately Infidels, Universalists, drunkards, 
and other vicious characters. The sove- 
reign power and mercy of God have been 
remarkably displayed in the hopeful 
conversion of some such persons who 
have been brought to bow to the sceptre 
of the Lord Jesus. ‘The work is still 
golpg on in some of these towns, and 
it appears to be extending into other 
places. 

We desire the prayers of all the peo- 
ple of God, that the work may continue 
to spread, until it shall pervade all these 
new settlements,and cause all this late wil- 
derness to bud and blossom as the rose, 





A Correspondent in Perry County, 
Ohio, observes :—** ‘Lhe prospects of 
religion in this region are dark and 
gloomy, except in our college at Athens, 
where there has been quite a reviving 
time. ‘The Lord of the harvest is not 
leaving us altogetlicr without some to- 
kens of his sovereign grace. 





Extract of a letter fiom a gentleman in 
Providence, R. 1. to his friend in Bos- 
ton, dated May 1, 1820. 


The gloiious work of Divine Grace 
still continues here. Yes; biessed be 
God, he has not yet withdrawn the 
light of his countenance tromus. The 
reformation still continues at the col. 
lege, and about 3U, as I learn, have 
obtained a hope. Seven persons were 


baptuzed here by Mr. Fifieid, on Satur- 
day last, and 35 (32 by immeision) by 
Seven were also 


Mr. Wilson this day. 
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baptized by Mr. Tatem, the Sabbath 
before last. J think it may be fair to 
state that not less than FIVE HUNDRED 
sous, probably more, have been 
brought from darkness to light in this 
town alone, since the commeiicersent 
of the present auspicious year. Well 
may we exciaimn * Glory to God in the 
highest.” fain alsoextremely hap y to 
inform you tiat the work has spr-ad 
into Smithfield, North-Provicence, 
Barrington, Cranston, Seeko'k (where 
six were baptized yesterday ) Pawtuxet, 
and Pawtucket. In Newport the work 
is astonishingly great; 52 having been 
baptized there the last week, and 17 
yesterday. It also contiues, | under: 
stand, iv Bristol and Warren—in the 
latter place upwards of eighty had 
been baptized some days since by Mr. 
Sh ortleff. 

Twenty-seven now stand as candi- 
dates for our Church, [first Baptist] 
and a number more are expected at 
the next Church meeting. 

The following has been received 
since the above, from a ministering 
brother engaged in the promotion of 
this glorious work, and on whose testi- 
mony we piace much confidence. 


«“ ProvipEeNnce, May 8, 1820. 

“You inquire respecting the revival. 
It is very extensive in this town. Prob- 
ably not less than 350 have already uni- 
ted with some Church. Dr. Gane bap 
tized on Satarday 32 persons.— i he 
work still] continues. In the College, 
about 30 give hopeful evidence of a 
change. In Pawtuxet, about 30 are 
hopefully brought to embrace the Sav- 
jour. Io North-Providence, about 40. 
in Warren, from 130 to 150. Great 
numbers in the different societies in 
Newport have united with their res- 
pective Churches. In short, Seekonk, 
Rehoboth, Barrington, and all the 
towns to the extremity of this State, 
and on the west, nearly the whole 
country, are visited with refreshing 
showers from kind heaven. In some 
wf our most western towns, the work, [ 
understand, is exceedingly powerfal. 
Many are brought to see and confess 
their sius, and to forsake them. The 
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work is marvellous in our eyes; it is 
the Lord’s doing, and all the praise is 
his due.” —Christian Watchman. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BROWN UNI- 
VERSITY. 


At the commencement of the pres- 
ent term, the professors of religion 
were more animated than they had 
been formerly, and felt determ:ned to 
disch>rge their duty more faithfully. 
As God had revived his work, and was 
sul reviving it, in P;ovidence, and in 
Other p.aces, it was the fersent piayer 
of many, that the Stucents of the Uni. 
versity might become sharers in this 
special mercy. About the middle cf 
April, an extrao:dinary seriousness 
prevailed in the minds of the Siudeuts. 
Some were shortly after able to testify 
tothe work of divive grace on their 
hearts. This had a tendency to in- 
crease the concern of others; and it 
was thought expedient, that confer- 
ence meetings should be held in Col- 
ledge. In this meeting the President, 
and Professor Park, have taken a deep 
interest. They bave laboured to ex- 
hibit the fundamental doctrines of the 
Gospel in a clear and pungent manner. 
They have dw:It principally upon 
those truths which relate to the cira: ac- 
ter of God, and that of man in an un- 
renewed, and in a sanctified state.— 
They have conversed p»blickly and 
privaiely with many, and have not 
withheld any counsel or advice which 
they have thought beneficial. There 
are about thirty who have obtained a 
hope in Christ, sinee the revival com- 
menced ; and they appear to give evi- 
dence, that they have experienced re- 
generation, or the “new birth,” as it 
is expressed in Scripture. Others are 
anxiously inquiring to know the truth 


respecting themselves, and to know - 


what they must do to obtain “ eternal 
life.” We trust that God will yet lead 
them by his Holy Spirit in a “ way 
which they know not.” 

The meetings at the College have 
been conducted with great propriety ; 
and the instructions and exercises have 
been solemn and impressive, and ps- 
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culiarly fitted {o convince the under- 
standing and interest the affections.— 
We are happy in being able to state, 
that the recitations have been genera! 
ly attended, and that the ordinary ex- 
ercises of the College have, for the most 
part, been continued. 

We give this short statement now, 
that the Churches may be encouraged 
to pray more fervently for the contin 
uance of the work, not only in this, 
but in other literary institutions, The 
spread of true reiigion and vital picty 
in our own land, and the diffusion of 
Christianity in heathen lanes, depends 
very much on the » umber of pious per- 
sons educated in our Colleges. From 
this souice the encouragement of Chris- 
tians is, in a great measure, de.ived. 
With how much faith and persever 
ance, then, ought they io pray, that 
the special influences of the spirit may 
be experienced in all our seats of learn. 
ing. 

Brown University, May 3, 1820. 


NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS TRACT SO- 
CIETY. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE EIGHTH ANNUAL 
REPORT. 


In the last Report, the Society was in- 
formed that the Board had printed an 
assortment of fifteen Tracts in the 
French language, and of four in the 
Spanish. Anticipating the speedy acces- 
cession to this country, of the Spanish 
population in Florida ; and believing that 
the revolutionary struggles which are now 
agitating almost the whole of Spanish 
America, would, probably, soon open a 
wide field for the distribution of Spanish 
Tracts; the Managers were solicitous 
to enlarge their catalogue in that lan- 
guage. ‘With a view to the accomplish- 
ment of so desirable an object, applica- 
tion was made to the Tract Society in 
Liverpool, and to the Parent Institution 
in London, for a copy of each of their 
Spanish Tracts. On inquiry, however, 
it was found that neither of these Socie- 
ties had published any others than those 
eimbraced in our Own catalogue. On 
ascertaining this fact, the Board, at their 
Meeting in December, directed thew 


New-York Religious Tract Socicty. S15 


standing Committee to cause eight of 
our best English Tracts to be translated 
and printed ‘without unnecessary delay. 
This number has been selected, and 
placed in the hands of a competent 
translator, who is now occupied in the 
work, and who has engaged that the 
whole shall be prepared for the press In 
the course of the present month. The 
Board cannot but indulge the hope. that, 

under the control of an overruling Prov- 
idence, a way is now preparing for the 
introduction of divine truth, through the 
medium of Religious Tracts, into those 
regions which have so long been involy- 
ed in the gloom of superstition and ig- 
norance. 

The number of Tracts on hand, at 
the commencement of the year, amount- 
ed to 163 *- : viz. in English, 85,496 5 
m F rench, 6 2,852; and in Spanish, 
15,570. In a course of the year, the 
Board have printed in English 200,500. 

In the course of the last year 15,500 
English Tracts have been presented, 
for gratuitous distribution, to individuals, 
and to Missionary’ and Sunday School 
Societies. 

Of their French and Spanish Tracts, 
the Board have made the following 
grants: 

To the Rev Mr. Monieith at Detroit, 
Freneh 500 


To Mr Bebee, for distribution at New- 
Orleans and Nate mt v0U French and 


200 Spanish ; 1200 
To a gentleman at St. Bartholomew S; 

French ° , 250 
To a gentleman at Port au | Prince, do. 250 


To a Missionary in the State of Illinois, 


600 French and 100 Spanish ; 700 


In addition to these grants of French 
Tracts, the Board have very recently 
transmitted a donation of 1000 to the 
King of Hayti, and 1000 to the Presi- 
dent of the Haytian Republic. These 
donations were each ac companied with 
a letter expressing the wish, that a Reli- 
gious Tract Society might, through their 
influence, be established in their respect- 
ive dominions ; and stating the terins om 
which this Institution could furnish 
them with any quantity in their own 
language. 

Besides the appropriation of English 
Tracts already mentioned, 15,493 have, 








§14 Osage Mission. 
agreeably to a provision of our Consti- 
tiitian, been drawn from the Depository, 
by individual Members of the Society, 
for gratuitous Cistribution. 

There have also been sold, at the 
Depository, 107,072. Of this number, 
26,842 were purchased by individuals, 
aud 80,230 by Societies. 

The number of ‘Tracts printed by the 
Society, in the course of eight years, a- 
mounts to 875,056. Another year will 
probably swell the number beyond a 
million, 

The Managers have reason to hope, 
that, under the blessing of God, some 
of the Tracts distributed during the past 
year, have been attended with a saluta- 
ry influence. ‘They have the satisfac- 
tion to learn from a Clergyman, who has 
distributed more than two thousand a- 
mong the Seamen of this port, that the 
‘Tracts have generally been received, by 
this class of the community, * with ex- 
pressions of gratitude, and often with 
tears.” “ Frequently have I seen them,” 
says this zealous almoner of your boun- 
ty, “reading these little pamphlets with 
deep interest.” “A number,” he adds, 
“have come to me distressed in mind, 
inquiring what they should do to be sav- 
ed, and assigning as the cause of their 
distress, the perusal of ‘Tracts I had giv- 
en them.” Ifthe efforts of your Mana- 
gers have resulted in the spiritual benefit 
of a solitary individual; if the Tracts 
they have put in circulation have been 
honoured as the instrument of arresting 
one poor perishing Sailor in his down- 
ward career, and of teaching him to seek 
an interest in the atonement and the 
righteousness of the Redeemer; they 
are, indeed, richly rewarded for their 
work of faith—they have, indeed, cause 
to acknowledge, that they have not la- 
boured in vain, nor spent their strength 
for nought. 





OSAGE MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from a young lady 
in Lancaster, Pa. dated May 3d, giving 
an account of the reception of the 
Mission Family. “On Sabbath Mr. 
Vail delivered a missionary sermon, to 
@ xespeciable audience, alter which a 


—Sunday 


Schood, i May 
collection was raised for their use, a- 
mounting to twenty-two dollars and a 
ha!f, in addition to which a donation of 
twenty dollars was given by a gentle- 
man, making forty-two dollars and a 
halt. ‘The interest excited here by them, 
was greater than has been experienced 
for a considerable time. On Monday 
they took their last, and perhaps forever 
farewell from us. With their motives 
to engage in so laudable an enterprize, 
we cannot but trust and hope the Lord 
will prosper them.”—Rel. Rem. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
From the New-York Spectator. 


Perhaps no institutions that have 
been organized and establisied, in the 
United States and Great Britain, hav- 
ing for their object the dissemination 
of “knowledge, of religious instruction, 
and the general amelioration of the 
condition of the poor, have been attend- 
ed with so much success, and promise 
such an abundant harvest, as Sunday 


Schools. Their utility is no longer 
doubtfol. The experiment has been 
tried, and has proved far more suc- 


cesstul than could rationally have been 
anticipated by the most enthusiastic 
philanthropist. On a subject upon 
which so much has been said, and 
which must now be so generally un- 
rT it would be useless to expati- 
eat length; but we were so much 
oratified by the spectacle of yesterday, 
that we could not refrain a few words. 
The foucth anniversary of the New- 
York Sunday School Union Society, 
was held yesterday pursuant to previ- 
ous arrangements. At half past 3 
o'clock, the children of the diffrent 
societies, to the number of more than 
two thousand assembled in the Park 
with their teachers, and proceeded 
thence, in porcession, to the Circus. 
This spacious building was crowded to 
overflowing ; aud we observed several 
hundred ladies, spectators of the iuter- 
esting scene. 
‘The meeting was opened with a 
prayer, by Kev. Mr. Chase, of the 
Bethe! Baptist Church. 



































NERO See 





ee en ne eee) yt oe ih ee 


Se Fe Sig, 9 


1820. ] 


A Hymn was then sung by the cbil- 
dren and others; afer which 

An excellent address to the child- 
ren, teachers, and superintendents, 
was pronounced by the Rev. Dv. Beech 
er, of Litchfield, Conn. 

[t appears from the report, that 
there are upwards of nine thousand 
children, of both sexes, »ho ieceive 
regular instructions at the several Sun 
day Schools in this ci:'y. By this be- 
nevolent system, whata vast number in 
this city, and the United States, have 
already been rescued from the gros 


sest ignorance! How many of these 
children, now “ training up in the way 
they should go,” instead of being lost 
in the glf of igrorance and c:ime, 
will, in all probibility, at a future cay, 
become ornaments to their country, and 
bright examples of talents and virtue. 
INTEMPERANCE., 
From the Hampshire Gaczetie. 


The following extracts from the Charge of the 
Hon. Jonn Hooxrr, Chief Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas for the Western 
Circuit, are published by request of the 
Grand Jury in the County of Hampshire, to 
whom it was delivered. 


On this occasion the Court think it proper 
to advert more particularly to the laws regu- 
lating licensed houses, and the subjects inti- 
mately connected with them. 

It is universally acknowledged that intem- 
perance in the use of ardent spirits, is the most 
fruitful parent of misery and crime. Every 
town feels its effects in the enhancement of 
{heir taxes forthe support of paupers Searce 
a term of this Court passes, wherein the great- 
er part of the crimes, for which persons are 
presented, may not be traced to intemperance. 
t will not attempt to portray these evils: they 
are well known, for they are daily exhibited 
toour view. We are too apt to negiect do- 
ing, what may be done with a good prospect 
of checking an evil, through despair of being 
able to do that which will effi ctually and 
speedily remove or wholly prevent it. [i this 
vice is deeply rooted and many are so thor- 
oughly tainted, that there can be little or no 
hope of reclaiming ‘hem. yet this aifords no 
excuse for neglecting to use all the means in 
aur power for preventing its incrense. The 
life of a confirmed drunkard is shoit. The 


present race will very soon be gone. Much 


may be done for preserving those who are 
NeW temperate, and for reclaiming those who 
‘re only partially infected 

Much may be dove by individuals—every 
9ne who has any regard uti wellness Lis 
vwn family, neignbourhood, and town, siould 
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take heed to himself, that his example and 
fluence be utterly opposed to that which 
may lead others astray. Very many farmers 
and others yearly hire labourers who are gen- 
e:ally young men, and with mast, from habit 
or custom, it is considered necessary that the 
labourer be daily sujplied with some quantity 
of ardent spirits In consequence of this, it is 
highly provable that less labour is done for 
him who hires, and the man hired ata most 
important period ot his life, isin immineut 
danger of contracting a habit that will prove 
his ruin. How much more for the benefit of 
both parties would it be, ii in the contract it 
should be supulated tnat the lakourer shoula 
receive a certain sum over and above his wa- 
ees, in lieu of spirit s> Lhis has been success- 
fully practised by some persons—and if the 
man is worth hiring at all, or has any desire ot 
saving his wages tor any useful purpose, he 
wiilsave nearly ail this extra stipend, 

ti ihe gentlemen composing our Agricultur- 
al Suoctetics would combine to effect by their 
example and efforts seme regulations af this 
kind among thetarmers, Ll am satisfiedit would 
be productive ot effects highly beneficial to 
the « omnmunity, Such efforts appear to ceme 
dus cily withia the design of their uistitutions, 
for industry and sobriety are closely allied, 
and both are essential to the success of acri- 
culture. +4 

Much may be done by Selectmen—very 
much it they would unite to a full and discreet 
exercise of all the powers given them by law 
tor this purpose. Lo them it belongs im the 
first place, to determine on the number ot 
Laverners and Retaileis necessary for the towh, 
and certify the same to the Court, They 4Sre 
then to examine intothe qualifications of such 
as ap} ly tor their approbation. ‘lhere may be 
some uificuity where a greater number apply 
than they adjudve necessary for the public 
good ; but Where they have just reason lor be 
lieving that a license has been abused, and 
that the regulations prescribed by law have 
been viokated, their duty is plain, and the ap 
plication should be stediasily resisted. The 
law requires, and a common regard to the in- 
terests of the town demand of them, ‘hat they 
withhold their approbation. {fn this respect 
the conduct of the Selectmen has a direct an | 
pow ertul 1. duence upon the morals of the 
people. _ by approving of a retailer who is in 
the habit of seiing strong liquors in small 
quantities to be drank im | hop, and where 
it is known that tiplersy apprentices. and even 
culilaren would 
be asuaiied and atraid to appr ar iia vublic 


re encouraged to resori, 


tavern for such purpose, they tane a most ef- 
tectual measure tur traning candidates tor tie 
prison aud the poor house. Such also is the 
case, Wilere laverie rs permit any persons that 
piease to game and drink to excess in their 
houses. itissa sucu places thus abused that 
the ,oung wud uawary are seduced and be- 
come a prey to the profligate camester aud 
the enticing arts of the intemperate. || u 
Well Keown Dal melancholy tact, (hat there 
are some versons $9 adpandened tnat thuev «: 
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light in seeing the modesty and innocence of 
youth giving way to their seductions, and then 
alluring them to join in the songs of the drank- 
ard and the excesses of the card table. The 
instances are probably rare, where such un- 
limited indulgence is allowed by taverners 
and retailers Such practices are abhorrent 
to the sentiments of the community, and of 
course where granted, some degree of secrecy 
is used to cover them frum public view But 
that they do exist, and to a considerable ex- 
tent, is generally acknowledged, and to this, 
as one of the principal causes may be attri- 
buted the alarming increase of pauperism 
within a few years past. These facts cannot 
but be known by Selectmen, by Tythingmen, 
and in many instances by Grand Jurors, 
Another branch of duty incumbent on Se- 
Jectnen, is that of annually posting in the 
houses and shops of innholders and retailers a 
list of the names of all persons reputed com- 
mou drunkards, tiplers, or gamesters, in their 
respective towns, and forbidding, in writing, 
ail licensed persons from selling them, or any 
gyie on their behalf, any strong liquers. Two 
good effects might result from a performance 
of this duty. The persons thus designated 
might be brought to see their folly, and a sense 
of the degraded state to which they had redu- 
ced themselves, might lead to reflection and 
reformaion. But at least others, not so far 
advanced in intemperate habits, and whose 
sense of shame is nut wholly blunted, might 
from a view of the infamy to which they were 
exposing themselves and families, be engaged 
to resist their appetites, and endeavour to save 
themselves while in their power. 
Another measure is that of procuring guar- 
dians to be appointed over those who by ex- 
cessive drinking, gaming, idleness or dcbauch- 
ery so waste and spend their estates, as to ex- 
pose themselves and families to want, and the 
town to expense for their support. Such also 
is that of binding out poor children, who have 
no parents, or whose parents are poor and 
neglect the education o: their children and suf- 
fer them to grow upin idleness and debauch- 
ery. 
These are expressly by law enjoined upon 
Selectmen, and the welfare of the community 
requires, that it should no longer only be 
known in most of our towns, that Selectmen 
are clothed with such powers, but as they are 
found in our statute books. There are some 
honourable exceptions—where the Selectmen 
have done their duty with firmness and inde- 
pendence. Where the exercise of these pow- 
ers has hitherto been negiected, and there ap- 
— any reluctance or backwardness in Se- 
ectmen to perform duties so highly useful, 
through the fear of the clamour which may be 
raised, or any other cause, would ft not be ex- 
pedient that the several towns at their annual 
meetings should instruct their Selectmen, to 
do whatever in these respects the law author- 
izes them, that some barrier may be reared 
against vices pregnant with such pernicious 
sonsequences, 

We have been thus particular respecting 
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the duties of Selectmen, from the belief that 
they only can lay the axe at the root of the 
evil, and that a taithiul performance of them 
would operate to preveut the commission of 
Crimes, and that ot course less employment 
would be tound for grand jurors. 

Coming trom various paris of the County, 
and boiding the important offices you do, 
y our influence as individuals it suitably excen- 
ted, would do much to accomplish these ob- 
jects. bvery man who has a family aud es- 
tale, is deepiy interested in them. His chuil- 
dren aay tall victims, and his taxes tor the 
support of paupers, who became such by their 
own profligacy must yearly increase, unless 
some effectual measures are taken to suppress 
this vice. 

Your duty however, as members of the 
Grand Inquest for the County is plains When- 
ever you have good cau:ce to believe that these 
laws bave been violated, you will send tor 
such witnesses, as you may think can testity 
tu particular tacts. You ought not to wait for 
a cowplaint trom any individual. ‘Ube idea, 
which has sometimes been entertained by 
Grand Jurors, that they are not to act, unless a 
written Complaiut is made to them, isin direct 
opposition to tue design of the law in that in- 
suituiion 

You lave, gentlemen, no dispensary power. 
‘The law does uot leave you at liberty to shut 
your eyes to the Commission of crimes, or re- 
irain trem presenting a person whose guilt is 
wade evident—or of refusing or neglecting to 
send for witnesses, by whose testimony you 
have just ground ior beheving his guilt may be 
proved. Your oath is too imp: rative to per- 
mit you in such cases to remain inactive. 





BENEVOLENT DONATION. 

Nearly a year ago the subscriber, in behalf 
of the Female Cent Society of Bristol, Conn. 
transmitted the sum of $15 to the Cornwall 
School. It was accompanied by a request to 
the agent there, tuat its receipt be ackuow- 
ledged inthe Religious Intelligencer. Some 
months having elapsed, and no communication 
appearing in the Intelligencer, the same re- 
quest was renewed. Sz.ill, no account of said 
sum has been published in this paper. It is 
presumed it is owing to some mistake. The 
subscriber would also notice, that he has re 
cently transmitted to the same School, the 
sum of $18 in behalf of the young Men’s Be- 
nevolent Society in the town of Bristol Conn. 

The subscriber takes not this course need- 
lessly to publish the charities of his people, 
but that he may give aregular account ot the 


mouey be has received, to the respectable 50+ 


cieties which have been committed to his 
hands. JONATHAN CONE, 


Bristol, 13th May, 1820. 
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